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Reader, if you, or any of ynur family, use Tobacco, or indulge in any 
unnecessary luxury, you are i equaled to read tin's statement once a week for 
fixetve mouths. Economist. 



To (he Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine. 

I CANNOT well forbear express- 
ing the regret, as well as dis- 
satisfaction, 1 teit in observing a 
resolution entered into by an associ- 
aiion formed in Dublin, under the 
name of friends to civil and religious 
liberty, of not dealing with Orange- 
jnen. I am a sincere friend to the 
interests of true liberty, civil and 
religious ; S warm admirer of a 1 
who are peaceably and honesilv eti- 
gagid in its support, and 1 mo.-t 
heartily wish that ibey, in the course 
ol their proceedings, may bring no- 
thing forward that will in any de- 
gree impede its progress. But I 
must confess that the resolution not 
to deal with Orangemen appears to 
roe to partake too much of the ran- 
cour and asperity of the times; to 
approach too near to a similarity of 
disposition to that ot the abettors 
and supporters of that ii mating fac- 
tion, which has iong been the prin- 
cipal bane of social union among a 
large proportion of the inhabitant 
of this degraded island I wish 
never to see a principle of revenue 
made the rule of action. Revenge 
guidts the cruel and the worthless, 
whilst ihe good and the brave rise 
superior to it, and resort to other 
means more worthy of their charao 



ters, by which to maintain their 
cause. 

In considering this subject I wish 
to bring into full view the conduct 
of those who comprise the Oiange 
faction, as forming (he first and 
principal part of aggression. And 
on considering the many degrading 
means made use of to annoy and 
irritate their peaceable neighbours, 
and considering also the variety of 
dispositions add characters of which 
the various ranks are composed, who 
hold in abhorrence this dangerous 
svsiem, it is not to be wonder- 
ed at, that they should meet at 
times with a re' urn somewhat simi- 
lar Won have feelings, aim it 
requites greater equanimity of mind 
than many sutler themselves to pos- 
sess, to withstand, in a properly 
dignified manner, those shouts of 
insult, which have bi en .so repeated- 
ly vociferated by this daring and 
outra eous faction. But while these 
things are to he deplored 1 weald 
say to the true lovers of peliee, tiie 
steady advocates of right tieedom, 
imitate not their example; mani- 
fest by your conduct that you are 
superior in your views to any thing 
they are holding forth. That it is 
the interests of the -community, not 
the support ol party, nor your oivB 
private interest you have most at 
heart. Give no cause to your enfr 
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miesto triumph, or for any to say, 
vou only want the power to become 
as tyrannical as they are. 

Disgrace not, I entreat you, fair 
freedom's cause by any act unwor- 
thy o/ ' ts genuine support. Neither 
suffer a principle of fear, which Ire- 
queutly assumes the name of cau- 
tion, so to uperate as to prevent a 
through search into a right know- 
ledge and steady assertion of the 
claims of independence. 

N.S. 



To the Proprietor! of tie Belfast Magazine. 

Gentlemen, 

HAVING seen, in your last num- 
ber, a statement of Synodical 
proceedings, some parts of which 
are not perfectly correct, I hope 
your love of truth, and regard to 
impartial justice, will allow a place 
in your publication for the following 
strictures. Being wholly uninterest- 
ed in !he proceedings of the Synod 
relative to Dr. Dickson, any farther 
than the cause of truth and virtue 
was concerned, 1 am the better able 
testate^ with perfect fairness, what 
actually occurred. In the main, the 
account vou have published is a 
good one : but justice to the public 
requires that a lew particulars con- 
tained in it should at least be exhi- 
bited in a different point of view. 

The author of the account gives a 
fuelancholy view of the character of 
tt)e Synod, for fourteen years past, 
when he alleges, that this year, for 
toe first time since 17:38, the mem- 
bers of the Synod have asserted their 
independence. This I do not very 
well understand. When ministers 
■vote according to the dictates of 
their own minds, I cannot cbnceive 
in what sense they are dependent. 
B certain powerful speakers are able 
topenuade the Synod to this or that 
Beasure, this is no proof to me, that 



the members do not assert their in- 
dependence. Equally inconclusive, 
to my apprehension, is the argument 
in favour of their rescued indepen- 
dence, that at any meeting of Synod 
a successful push is made io reverse 
the proceedings of a former meet- 
ing. In fact, the conduct of mem- 
bers in this latter case, if influenced 
by party- feeling, is less in confor- 
mity to the dictates of an indepen- 
dent spirit, than their conduct in the 
former case, in which each person 
is supposed to be influenced merely 
by the individual persuasion of his 
own mind. To be operated upon, 
by the power of eloquence, is no 
proof of a dependent spirit. And, 
on the contrary, that man who is 
not to be convinced by arguments, 
however conclusive, and reasons, 
however cogent, and who is act- 
uated by his prejudices, has no pre- 
tensions to independence of mind. 
Ministers may perceive their errors 
as other men, and may regret that 
they voted thus and thus on former 
occasions, but unless they admit 
that they acted contrary to the dic- 
tates of their own minds, they may 
assert that they were as indepen- 
dent then as now. 

If your correspondent alleges, that 
the supposed want of independence 
in ministers consisted, in their yield- 
ing contrary to their conviction, this, 
I am convinced, with regard to the 
Synod as a body, is utterly false. 
To suppose that a majority of the 
Synod could act thus, is to suppose 
the ministers to be grossly base and 
wicked. I know perhaps one half 
of the members of the Synod ; and 
however much many of them mav 
differ from me in feeling and senti- 
ment, I am convinced, that the great 
majority would abominate that de- 
reliction of principle, which is ob. 
viously involved in a tame . submis- 
sion, to the will of ethers, in opposi- 
tion to judgment. 



